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The Barbra Schlifer Commemorative Clinic

A specialized clinic in downtown Toronto offering 
free trauma-informed wrap-around services to 
women and gender-diverse people who have been 
subjected to violence.

• Legal advice, representation and Court support
• Professional counselling and transitional housing 

services 
• Multilingual interpretation (200+ languages) and 

Social Purpose Enterprise 
• Centralized Intake and client advocacy services, 

including case management and special projects 

We have served over 16,000 women and gender-
diverse people from diverse communities last year 
and over 150,000 since 1985.



Why use a risk assessment tool?

 Helps us identify signs or factors we may otherwise miss

 Provides an understanding and shared language about risk for service providers

 Ensures we know what kinds of questions to ask, how to identify high-risk situations, and how 
to factor risks into safety planning with clients

 Can provide stronger evidence in the legal system

Importantly: an effective risk assessment tool can help save lives



Research Insights from 
Survivors & Service Providers across Canada

Extensive Literature Review 
& Consultations with 597 
Service Providers across 

Canada (2020-2021)

Consultations with 38 
Survivors of GBV in Ontario 

using the Clinic’s 
Consultation Protocol 

(2021-2022)

Piloting of a Risk 
Identification & Safety 

Assessment (RISA) Tool with 
220 service providers across 

Canada (2023)



Feedback & 
Engagement



Introducing the RISA Tool
www.riseaboverisk.ca 

http://www.riseaboverisk.ca/


Pause & Check-In
What did you find most exciting or interesting about the RISA demo?
What, if anything, are you curious or concerned about?
Can you see yourself using the RISA tool?



Role Play

Case Example:

Alex is 22 years old and lives with her same-sex 
partner. The couple has lived together for 3 
years. Alex disclosed that her partner has been 
emotionally abusive since they moved in 
together and was recently physically violent. 

Alex is thinking about leaving her partner but is 
unsure because she recently lost her job and has 
no means to pay for her living expenses if she 
were to move out. She is currently isolated from 
her family due to homophobia and is reluctant to 
reach out to them for support. 

Alex is unsure what her legal rights and options 
might be for separating from her partner. 

1. What about Alex’s situation jumps out to you as 
potentially putting her at risk of future harm?

2. Are there any safety considerations you can think 
of that might be particularly relevant to Alex’s 
situation?







Petal Forward Tool 

Access Petal Forward at: www.petalforward.ca 

http://www.petalforward.ca/


Next Steps 

Set-up a free RISA account using the link provided and start exploring 
the interactive version of the RISA Questionnaire & Reports. Feedback 
welcome!

Check-out our free Learning Hub. Modules are also available via the 
Schlifer Clinic’s YouTube account.

Explore the Petal Forward tool for survivors and share it with trusted 
networks and clients.

Fill out our feedback form to let us know how we did today. 

Contact us at RISA@schliferclinic.com



Q&A
Please share any questions, comments, or concerns.  
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