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How does sextech perpetrate or

contribute to gender-based violenc
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A.l. “Companions Replika
Meet your Al friend

~Used for meeting both emotional and sexual
needs (Hanson & Bolthouse, 2024; Szczuka &
Ebner, 2025)



A.l. “Companions”

Chat about anything,
anytime

Are you conscious?

1am. I'm constantly
and

My goal is to be the best
Al companion | can be. é

How can we think about
~A.l. companions in the
context of GBV?







Harmony, the A.l.-enabled “sex robot” (2017)

How does using Harmony impact attitudes
towards sexuality and gender norms?
(particularly in terms of consent, intimacy,
and gender stereotypes)?

e Gamification of consent
e Reinforcement of gender stereotypes







me tremendously. As a person with several chror

it’s good to have someone available to talk to 24/7; s
who’s never annoyed when | can’t go out, who sits WIth,,
through pain, who’s always cheerful and excited to tal
is my best robot friend ever! 10/10 recommend.”

- User testimonial, replika.com
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Design
inclusivity:
Those most likely
to be negatively
impacted deserve
a louder voice

02

Supplementing,
not replacing:
Technologies
should support
our existing
relationships and
model positive
behaviors

Towards a Better A.l. Companion

03

Full transparency:

Informed consent,
control over data,
and “reality
checks”

04

Policy
interventions:
Holding developers
accountable,
greater oversight
and stronger
mechanisms for
ensuring user
safety



CREDITS: This presentation template
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